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imidazole with an alkali metal hydroxide in an amount of from 10 to 75% by weight of the imidazole.
U.S. Pat. No. 3,846,484 discloses a method of stabilizing an aqueous solution of an organic base or
nitrogen compound, including imidazole, by contacting the solution with an alkaline earth metal
hydroxide, a zinc compound, a nickel compound, a lead compound, a tin compound, a cerium
compound, a fluorine compound, an antimony compound, a barium compound, and a copper
compound. U.S. Pat. No. 4,186,239 discloses that imidazole and compounds of imidazole are useful
as herbicides and growth regulants. Prior art aqueous solutions of imidazole are unstable because
the imidazole forms a complex with the alkali metal ion and, thus, immediately undergoes some type
of chemical change. U.S. Pat. No. 4,446,191 discloses a method of making aqueous imidazole
solutions that are characterized by a desirably short shelf life by producing such solutions with a
buffer system that stabilizes such solutions by the replacement of substantial amounts of alkali
metal ions with less stable ionic species, such as the alkali metal hydroxide ion, which complex with
the imidazole to prevent undesired degradation. U.S. Pat. No. 4,466,924 discloses imidazole
compositions including, for example, imidazole and nonaqueous solvents such as certain glycol
ethers. U.S. Pat. No. 4,948,694 discloses aqueous solutions of imidazole and buffered imidazole
containing a strong buffer such as sodium hydrogen phosphate and additional agents such as
propylene glycol and dipropylene glycol. U.S. Pat.
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